
HOLY PLACES 

We may all have been created in God’s image but this doesn’t mean that we are all 

clones and have no separate thoughts, ideas or experiences. It crossed my mind to 

think about what a holy place is and what places/things are special for me. 

 Simply (and for me it has to be simple) a holy space or place is somewhere or 

something that brings me closer to God, why do I feel closer to God  in some places 

and not in others. It is all very individualistic; let me give you an example. A few 

years ago I was going around a church in Salzburg (St. Stephen’s I believe) and it 

was Gothic gone mad, it was full of ornate side chapels, wrought iron work 

everywhere, statues to all and sundry wherever you looked. I loathed it. On the way 

out I heard a lady saying it was one of the most beautiful and moving churches she 

had ever visited. So who’s right? The important thing surely is that God breaks 

through into our lives by all manner of events, pictures, images or places. Thus 

where fools rush in etc I thought I would share just three places that mean a lot to 

me. 

1. Firstly at Launde Abbey in the garden there is a spot called Calvary and in 

that quiet place there is a crucifix and when I gaze on Christ hanging on the 

cross then I am much moved and I find it very difficult to look at Jesus. 

2. As one enters St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome you turn right and there it is the 

most beautiful and moving Pieta that I’ve ever seen, the sculpture by 

Michelangelo, the artistry the pathos are breathtaking and  reduces me to a 

prayerful silence with the wish that all the crowds with their cameras would 

disappear and leave me in peace. 



 

3. My third place is a place of peace and it is in the Dolomites. There is a small 

patch of grass near ‘The Pinnacles’ near Arabba which overlooks the 

surrounding valleys and in turn has a 10,000 foot peak that overshadows it. It 

is a quiet comfortable place to rest, pray, read and eat your sandwiches. The 

beauty, majesty and serenity of the place make it a very special place for me. 

Below is a view from my ‘special place’ 

 

 


